SERVICE-WIDE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
NO. 09-SU-11130124-172

BETWEEN

THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE

AND

THE ACCESS FUND

This memorandum of understanding (MOU) is entered into by the United States
Department of Agriculture, Forest Service (FS), and the Access Fund.

A. PURPOSE

The purpose of this MOU is to continue and strengthen the framework of cooperation
between the U.S. Forest Service and the Access Fund. This cooperation will form the
basis upon which mutually beneficial programs, projects, training, and other recreational
activities may be planned and accomplished on National Forest System (NFS.)

B. AUTHORITY

The FS’s authority to enter into this MOU is the Organic Act of 1897, 16 U.S.C. § 551.

C. STATEMENT OF MUTUAL BENEFIT AND INTERESTS

The FS is a federal agency dedicated to the management of NFS lands for a variety of
uses and activities, including outdoor recreation. The FS is interested in providing a
variety of diverse recreational opportunities that are environmentally sensitive and
educational and that support community objectives to contribute to local and regional
economies and improve the local quality of life.

The Access Fund is a national, non-profit advocacy organization whose mission is to
keep climbing areas in the United States open and to conserve the climbing environment.
Founded in 1990, the Access Fund supports and represents over 1.6 million climbers
nationwide and all forms of climbing, including rock and ice climbing, mountaineering,
and bouldering. The Access Fund helps establish climbing ethics, promotes
volunteerism, and advocates access to and sustainable use of federal and non-federal
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lands. The Access Fund works closely with land management agencies, environmental
organizations, climbing groups, and businesses linked to use of the outdoors on
conservation projects, land acquisitions, and climbing policy. Access Fund members
desire to use the NFS for recreational purposes and to provide support to the FS for
mutually beneficial climbing programs, projects, and activities.

Both parties to this agreement wish to encourage responsible use of NFS lands by visitors
participating in climbing activities. The FS and the Access Fund seek to disseminate
information to the public regarding conservation, recreation, and natural resource
activities relating to climbing.

D. THE FS WILL:

1. Subject to availability of funds and personnel, applicable federal law, applicable land
management plans, and other FS management direction, work with the Access Fund and
its affiliates to identify appropriate cooperative opportunities. These include access
improvement projects, trail projects, recreational use studies, natural resource-based
educational programs, and other mutually beneficial activities. Actual projects will be
authorized under subsequent agreements.

2. Encourage local FS officials to work with Access Fund staff, representatives,
affiliates, and members to develop mutually beneficial projects and educational activities.

3. Work with the Access Fund to improve understanding and communication among
technical climbers, recreational climbers, public agencies, and the general public.

4. Assist in facilitating cooperative relationships between local FS officials and the local
climbing community and.in addressing national issues that arise regarding climbing
activities on NFS lands.

5. Where appropriate and feasible, make available to the public the Access Fund’s
interpretive and educational materials regarding Leave No Trace and Tread Lightly!
ethics for climbing, and recreational opportunities on NFS lands.

6. Subject to applicable federal law, applicable land management plans, and other FS
management direction, encourage recreational use of NFS lands.

7. As appropriate and consistent with applicable federal law, applicable land
management plans, and other FS management direction, incorporate the goals and
concerns of the Access Fund as they relate to climbing and resource protection on NFS
lands. Meet annually with the Access Fund to identify these goals and concerns.

8. Encourage the Access Fund to identify and pursue funding opportunities for trail
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facilities, improvement, and maintenance from sources outside the federal government,
such as state or private grant programs and provide any public information on those
opportunities to the Access Fund.

E. THE ACCESS FUND WILL:

1. Work with the FS to identify appropriate cooperative opportunities. These include
access improvement projects, trail projects, recreational use studies, natural resource-
based educational programs, and other mutually beneficial activities. Actual projects will
be authorized under subsequent agreements.

2. Encourage Access Fund staff, representatives, affiliates, and members to work with
local FS officials to develop mutually beneficial projects and educational activities.

3. Work with the FS to improve understanding and communication among technical
climbers, recreational climbers, public agencies, and the general public.

4. Develop and maintain a communication network for contacting climbers through a
system of local, state, and regional Access Fund organizations.

5. Utilize the Access Fund’s technical expertise to address technical and recreational
climbing issues and educational activities and opportunities on NFS lands and make
Access Fund program information available to the FS.

6. Maintain a database and library of publications related to climbing activities, and
make them available to the public and to the FS.

7. As appropriate, provide training and instruction to Access Fund members and the
public regarding Leave No Trace and Tread Lightly! ethics for technical and recreational
climbing issues on NFS lands. Encourage incorporation of Leave No Trace and Tread
Lightly! ethics in all Access Fund activities and programs.

8. Obtain FS approval prior to publication of any materials developed by the FS and the
Access Fund; publication of any materials developed by the Access Fund that contain a
reference to the FS or its employees; and use of the FS insignia in articles, press releases,
websites, advertisements, or other public statements.

10. Assist the FS with identifying suitable areas for climbing activities on NFS lands and
areas where access for those activities is minimal.

11. Consider the goals and concerns of the FS in connection with access to NFS lands for
climbing activities and resource protection on NFS lands. Meet anually with the FS to
identify these goals and concerns.
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12. To the extent allowed by law, work with the FS to identify and pursue funding
opportunities for trail facilities, improvement, and maintenance from sources outside the
federal government, such as state or private grant programs.

F. IT IS MUTUALLY UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED BY AND BETWEEN THE

PARTIES THAT:

1. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (FOIA). Any information furnished to the

Forest Service under this instrument is subject to the Freedom of Information Act (5

U.8.C. 552).

2. PARTICIPATION IN SIMILAR ACTIVITIES. This instrument in no way restricts

the Forest Service or the Cooperator(s) from participating in similar activities with
other public or private agencies, organizations, and individuals.

3. COMMENCEMENT/EXPIRATION/TERMINATION. This MOU takes effect upon

the signature of the Forest Service and The Access Fund and shall remain in effect for

five years from the date of execution.

4. PRINCIPAL CONTACTS:

Forest Service
Jonathan Stephens
Trails and Congressionally
Designated Areas
201 14™ Street, SW, Stop 1125
Washington, DC 20024
Telephone: 202-205-1701
Facsimile: 202-205-1145
E-Mail: jstephens02@fs.fed.us

Access Fund
Jason Keith
Policy Director

P.O. BOX 17010

Boulder, CO 80308
Telephone: 303-545-6772
Facsimile: 303-545-6774
E-Mail: jason@accessfund.org

5. NONBINDING AGREEMENT. This MOU creates no right, benefit, or trust
responsibility, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or equity. The parties will
manage their respective resources and activities in a separate, coordinated and mutually
beneficial manner to meet the purposes(s) of this MOU. Nothing in this MOU authorizes
any of the parties to obligate or transfer funds. Specific projects or activities that involve
the transfer of funds, services, or property among the parties require execution of separate
agreements and are contingent upon the availability of appropriated funds. These
activities must be independently authorized by statute. This MOU does not provide that
authority. Negotiation, execution, and administration of these agreements must comply
with all applicable law. Each party will be operating under its own laws, regulations, and
policies, subject to the availability of appropriated funds. Nothing in this MOU is
intended to alter, limit, or expand the agencies’ statutory and regulatory authority.







