SERVICE-WIDE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
NO. 09-SU-11130124-172

BETWEEN

THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE

AND

THE ACCESS FUND

This memorandum of understanding (MOU) is entered into by the United States
Department of Agriculture, Forest Service (FS), and the Access Fund.

A. PURPOSE

The purpose of this MOU is to continue and strengthen the framework of cooperation
between the U.S. Forest Service and the Access Fund. This cooperation will form the
basis upon which mutually beneficial programs, projects, training, and other recreational
activities may be planned and accomplished on National Forest System (NFS.)

B. AUTHORITY

The FS’s authority to enter into this MOU is the Organic Act of 1897, 16 U.S.C. § 551.

C. STATEMENT OF MUTUAL BENEFIT AND INTERESTS

The FS is a federal agency dedicated to the management of NFS lands for a variety of
uses and activities, including outdoor recreation. The FS is interested in providing a
variety of diverse recreational opportunities that are environmentally sensitive and
educational and that support community objectives to contribute to local and regional
economies and improve the local quality of life.

The Access Fund is a national, non-profit advocacy organization whose mission is to
keep climbing areas in the United States open and to conserve the climbing environment.
Founded in 1990, the Access Fund supports and represents over 1.6 million climbers
nationwide and all forms of climbing, including rock and ice climbing, mountaineering,
and bouldering. The Access Fund helps establish climbing ethics, promotes
volunteerism, and advocates access to and sustainable use of federal and non-federal






